Spring Newsletter 2020
Spring is here: Fletcher Moss Park
Although we are living in strange circumstances nature has
its own agenda, and spring is the time of growth and flowering. Thanks to the work of our volunteers the park and gardens are looking really beautiful right now.

The cherry blossom in Fletcher Moss Park
Sadly the ‘Wellbeeing’ project, one of our major initiatives
for this coming year has had to be put on hold, but we are
still as keen as ever to see it come to fruition. So much is
written and said about the physical and mental benefits of
being close to nature and we want to provide as much opportunity for that as possible.
And like many areas all over the world nature seems to be
quite liking the reduction in human activity. Fletcher Moss
Park is a place where we do our best to see wildlife thrive
and we’ve already experienced a lot of insect and bird activity this spring, maybe more so than in previous years. So
welcome back (from Africa) to the Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers, Blackcaps and Sand Martins; hello again to the hoverflies, bumblebees, mining bees, and other pollinating insects; it’s good to see our butterflies once more (peacocks,
orange tips, commas, brimstones, small tortoishells); and a
great welcome to our myriad of flowering plants—including
my special favourite—the dandelion. All wonderful!
Bright thoughts for difficult times! Alan Hill

START SAVING NOW!
We’ve decided we can’t collect your subs this
year but will be asking you for the monster
amount of £10 in April 2021. So please use that
biscuit tin to put aside a little bit here and there
and you won’t notice it when the time comes!

Spring is here: Parsonage Gardens
Heather Stemp writes:
Hasn’t this lovely warm weather been a bonus at this time of
year? The increased temperature has helped to give all the plants
a growth spurt. Every day when I go into my garden I am amazed
at how much they have grown.
The plant growth in Parsonage Gardens is just as exciting. There
are some stunning groups of tulips in the herbaceous borders, as
well as in the wooden tubs. The narcissi have all but finished flowering and unseen hands have been busy deadheading. Fritillaries
are at their best and have kindly seeded themselves all over the
garden. Crown Imperials, a type of fritillary, are looking majestic.
Camellias and magnolias are also providing delightful colour and
form and I’ve
noticed that one
of the rhododendrons is coming
into flower. There
is so much more
to describe, but
the best thing is
for you to take
your daily exercise and see for
yourselves. Remember to peer in
through the alpine
house windows to
see all the spring
flowering plants. If
you are unable to
leave home at the
moment I hope
you will appreciParsonage Gardens lower lawn
ate the photos
instead.
A certain amount of secret gardening is continuing to take place at
odd times during the week. I wonder how the grass has been
cut?! Thank you to those of you who have helped to maintain the
Gardens during your daily exercise regime. Every little bit makes a
difference.
A comment made to me this week by a passer-by, was that she
found the Gardens so uplifting. I’m on a rota to open the gates
every Monday and Tuesday. On Monday morning it was like
opening the gates to a magical world, with the birds singing loudly
and the sun shining on the fresh leaves and flowers. Sorry, I’m
getting a bit carried away, but it was a special moment!
Stay safe and keep well.

Heather

