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LABURNOCYTISUS
For many years one of the prize exhibits of the upper lawn
in the Parsonage has been the Laburnocytisus tree, which
has attracted attention (and visitors) from far and wide. Its
origin lies in the efforts of a French nurseryman, Jean Louis
Adam, in 1825, to graft a Purple Broom (Cytisus purpureus)
onto a common Laburnum (Laburnum anagyroides), so that
the resulting tree bears the flowers of both species.

VISITORS TO
PARSONAGE GARDENS
We’ve had a couple of important
visitors recently. Kylie Ward
(pictured), who is Parks Lead for the
City Council, came down to see what
our volunteers were up to on a
Tuesday morning. Good for her, she
got stuck into helping out and carting
loads of woodchip from Fletcher
Moss park up to Parsonage
Gardens, where Moira was
supervising the spreading of the
woodchip onto the large Azalea bed,
so as to suppress the many weeds
which grow there.
Also visiting, the following week, was Prunella Scarlett, vice president of
the RHS, who had come to learn how the Didsbury in Bloom group
managed to attract and organise so many volunteers to good effect – which
led, of course, to our recent award of Best Urban Community in the UK.
It was nice to welcome both of them, and rewarding to know they were both
impressed with what they saw.

The ‘ailing’ Laburnocytisus—is it farewell?

WALL BUILDING FOR BEGINNER

Sadly our tree appears to be coming to the end of its life,
though every now and then it seems to refuse to give up and
puts on a bit of new growth. As it is such a feature of the
gardens we have managed to obtain another which will be
planted up in the spring.
Alan Hill

“Can I be your apprentice?” I cheekily asked Harry as he collected
his toolbox and headed down to the lower lawn in Parsonage
Gardens. There was a wall to build (no, obviously not THAT wall!)
and dry stone walling was one of Harry’s skills. First, we toppled a
section of the existing bulging retaining wall by flipping it down onto
the path, so that the coping stones neatly lined up at the base of the
wall. Then the convex banking and root growth were cut away. Our
resident robin was indecently quick off the mark to gorge itself on
exposed worms, slugs’ eggs and woodlice in the bank. Finally we
started to rebuild the first
section of wall. Harry
taught me that the key to
dry stone walling stability
is to break the jointing, to
introduce ‘dog
stones’ (chubby stones
that project back into the
bank), and use long, flat
coping stones to finish the
top. And when Harry
Janie, Harry and wall
raided his toolbox, slithers
of rock really flew as he chipped and shaped stones for a perfect fit,
producing a vertical or slightly rounded front face to the wall. It is
work in progress and we won’t quit until it’s done! Janie Parker

MANY CONGRATULATIONS …
… to Heather Stemp, for adding to our amazing list of recent awards.
Manchester City Council presented their annual ‘Be Proud’
awards to “people who have made a real difference to their
communities”. Heather gained the top award in the category
of ‘Blossoming
Communities’.
Well done, Heather!
Manchester is
proud of you and so
are we. The award
is very well deserved for all your
good work.
Heather is ‘re-presented’ with her award

